Americans in China for Obama 08: 
Position Paper on U.S.-China Relations 
  
As American supporters in China of Senator Barack Obama for President, we hope to see a new Administration that will prioritize working together with China on pressing issues of environmental degradation, economic competition, and security cooperation. We believe that, in this emerging Pacific Century, the U.S. relationship with China could be our nation's most important point of leverage over a wide range of issues from trade and labor rights to AIDS, global warming and human rights. 
  
Initial tough talk on China, followed by backpedaling and reorientation once the realities of the bilateral relationship set in, has been the hallmark of many recent American presidencies. The period of readjustment is often quite brief, but damage to the relationship—and to the credibility of the Presidency both at home and abroad—is real. We believe that given the growing importance of the Sino-American relationship, it is incumbent on Mr. Obama to form a clear-eyed, pragmatic policy that favors dialogue over preaching and unilateral pressure. America can no more contain China than China can contain America.
  
We want an Obama Administration to pursue a closer partnership with China while not sweeping fundamental value differences under the rug. We hope that an Obama presidency will not lose sight of some of the desired ends of a policy of engagement with China: greater respect for human rights, improved cooperation on global security and other multilateral issues, and consistent implementation of China's WTO commitments. 
  
We hope that as President, Senator Obama will pursue a bilateral trade policy predicated on both free trade and fair trade. Though we recognize that hidden subsidies, industrial policy, spotty enforcement of labor laws, and rampant intellectual property violations often give Chinese exporters unfair competitive advantages, we oppose the unhealthy oversimplification of the trade deficit to the single issue of currency revaluation, and threats of an across-the-board tariff that would effectively punish the very same Americans its proponents purport to be helping. We support China moving expeditiously toward an RMB whose value is determined by market forces; faster reform of China's financial sector is key to this becoming a reality.
  
We also see opportunities to engage China on environmental and energy issues. While the Beijing leadership has vowed to make sustainability a priority and we support these principles, the fact remains that we live in some of the world's most polluted cities. The challenge is to secure Chinese buy-in with international accords on ozone-depleting chemicals, carbon emissions, and other environmental issues. All countries need to take responsible and meaningful steps to address the twin problems of global warming and greenhouse gases. Precisely what these responsibilities and commitments will be should be determined by dialogue, a sense of shared interests and urgency. 
  
We hope that our next President will deepen America's level of engagement with China, but that he will not shy away from appropriate but effective criticism—in tandem with appropriate leverage—when warranted. 
 
Free Trade, Fair Trade 
  
An Obama Administration should craft a trade policy that values and recognizes the growing importance of bilateral trade with China, while taking proactive steps to level what is often an uneven playing field. However, we note the overwhelmingly and, indeed, breath-taking positive results China's reforms have engendered the past three decades—in particular with its accession to the WTO, since which time we have seen markedly improved market access for American exports and investors.   
  
We trust that President Obama will not demonize China and other countries to which "American jobs" have been outsourced. Instead, we hope he will continue to sound the theme that in order for American workers to compete in a global economy, they must adjust to new realities. Rather than look abroad for scapegoats, the new Administration should help American workers through investing in job skills training, on basic math and science education, and on widening America's lead in information infrastructure. But the government can only go so far, and Americans must rely on themselves, as they always have, to be more efficient, more inventive, and more resourceful in order to thrive in this globalized age. 
  
An Obama Administration should be candid with the American people—honest about how America 's own low savings rate has created a dependency on China and other Asian nations that limits our leverage on trade-related issues. 
 
At the same time, an Obama Administration should not be blind to unfair Chinese trade practices. Lax enforcement of labor laws, environmental regulations, and intellectual property rights, as well as indirect subsidies to Chinese manufacturers, often give China an unfair leg up in trade. The new Administration must be tough on trade and market access issues, while also taking affirmative steps to put its own house in order. 
  
The U.S. should not refrain from using the available means of settling trade disputes—means that it frequently employs even with some of its closest trade partners. Judicious use of available leverage over China, or lawful appeal to international bodies like the WTO, need not be shrill and acrimonious, and needn't lead to harmful trade wars. 
  
We hope that President Obama will forego blunt instruments like blanket, across-the-board tariffs on Chinese imports—tariffs which would amount to a tax on the lower- and middle-class Americans whose economic burdens have been significantly lightened by the availability of inexpensive imports. We trust that an Obama Administration would resist the oversimplification of the trade deficit with China to the single issue of China's currency valuation. 
And we hope that President Obama will affirm the truth that America's trade with China has helped to create a more open society, and that much of the progress has been the result of China's on-going commitment to economic reform since 1978.We commend the American government to take note of the positive results which ensue from commitment to serious, challenging    goals while staying the course notwithstanding the political pressures to seek short-term fixes
 
Human Rights: Lead by example, effect change through engagement 
  
It is true that China remains a single-party authoritarian state without a free press and with substantial restrictions on freedom of religion still in place. These facts are at odds with core American values, and it should be the long-term goal of American policy to foster a more pluralistic and participatory polity with increased freedoms for the Chinese people. At the same time, there are many examples and trends of improvement in these areas which should not be ignored. 
  
But what's needed is a policy that works—not one that just makes Americans feel good. Engaging China has worked toward these ends. The more that Americans are involved in China—whether in business, in cultural and educational exchange, or just as private citizens—the more open Chinese society and polity has become. 
  
We must let go of the hubris that, taken to its illogical conclusion, has led us into disastrous adventure in Iraq in the name of spreading democracy. We must understand that in the end, only the Chinese people themselves can change China . 
 
An Obama Administration should strive to create an America that can lead, as it once did, by example—not an America that is itself widely criticized for its own human rights abuses. When an America restored to its proper moral stature engages China, the Chinese will, on their own, come to understand that religion, rule of law, civil society and of non-governmental organizations are all stabilizing forces in Chinese society, just as they are in the United States. 
  
China's Challenges 
  
Beijing is beset by significant domestic challenges, any one of which could potentially derail China's impressive progress, with disastrous consequences. Among the problems China faces: 
  
Severe air and water pollution, deforestation, soil erosion and a dependency on coal-based energy and mounting imports of oil and natural gas 
A crippled medical care system and severely strained social safety net—all in the face of a rapidly graying population and rising ratio of dependents to workers 
Growing disparity between haves and have-nots: imbalance in development between cities and rural areas, and between the coastal provinces and the interior 
The challenge of integrating over 12-15 million migrant rural workers into cities annually 
A banking system burdened by massive non-performing loans to inefficient state-run enterprises 
  
The Obama Administration should recognize that it is in America's best interest to see China meet its challenges and move smoothly along its developmental path. A China run off its rails would be catastrophic—not just regionally, but globally. 
  
The incoming Administration should also recognize that Beijing's single-minded focus on meeting its many domestic challenges has kept China true to its stated goal of "peaceful development." China has not demonstrated expansionistic tendencies and, with few exceptions, has moved meaningfully to resolve longstanding border disputes without rancor. The U.S. and its incoming administration are in a position to help China along—to be a constructive partner to Beijing. 
  
Energy & the Environment 
  
Cooperation, not competition, should be the watchword in energy policy toward China . Rather than engage in a zero-sum global scramble for fossil fuels, the world's two largest carbon emitters must work together to develop new sustainable technologies. 
  
The combination of U.S. capital markets and Chinese manufacturing muscle has already led to advances in the solar power industry; China is now home to some of the world's leading producers of inexpensive, efficient solar panels. 
  
We trust that under an Obama Administration, the U.S. would become a signatory to the Kyoto Protocol, and would encourage China to commit to reduction of greenhouse and ozone-depleting gases under the Kyoto provisions as well.  Indeed, we believe that if the United States does not lead, countries like China cannot be expected to follow
  
Security Issues 
  
The issues that face our country in the 21st century require increasing multilateral participation, and China will be a key player. We must continue to demonstrate to China's leaders that it is in Beijing's best interest to cooperate with the U.S. and other key world powers on security issues like nuclear proliferation, as well as on environmental issues affecting all nations 
  
China increasingly recognizes that it has a major stake in global security, and that its interests and stature require deeper engagement with other powers to manage threats to peace.   Beijing now has more troops in U.N. peace keeping operations than any other country, and has won deserved praise for its cooperation with the U.S., Japan, Russia and South Korea in the Six Party Talks over North Korea 's dangerous nuclear program.  The United States, however, must maintain vigorous diplomatic dialogue with China to ensure that wherever possible our shared interests lead to a concert of action.
  
We hope that under an Obama Administration, we will see a continuation and deepening of open exchange between Washington and Beijing so that government-to-government and military-to-military exchanges become habitual, with strong interpersonal and inter-institutional relationships in place and well-used channels of communication. 
  
Taiwan 
  
We trust that the Obama Administration will maintain America's commitment to the three Joint Communiques with the PRC, the one China policy, as well as the Taiwan Relations Act, and continue active, nuanced and principled White House leadership on Taiwan Strait issues. The United States must always make it clear that we oppose the use of force or threat to use force against Taiwan, that we do not support Taiwan independence, but we will support any resolution of Cross-Strait issues that is agreed by both sides. 
 

With millions of Taiwanese now living in mainland China, billions of dollars invested in mainland enterprises by Taiwan-based investors, and good prospects for further economic integration across the Taiwan Strait, we remain optimistic about the prospects for a lasting, peaceful status quo--if not eventual reunification under mutually acceptable terms. 
